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RESIDENCY PROGRAM 

 

 

1. About Curaumilla Arts Center 

 

Curaumilla Arts Center is a space dedicated to the formation, creation, 

deliberation, experimentation and exchange of different artistic languages. Its 

location in a natural environment at the ocean coast promotes experiences of 

personal immersion in a setting of collective care, where learning and creativity 

emerge. 

 

We began the Curaumilla Project in 2007. Since then, we have hosted ceramic 

workshops every year. We decided to begin the second part of our dream, our 

Residency Project, and in 2013 we had the first resident in Ceramics at Curaumilla 

Art Center. In 2015 we expect to provide new opportunities to residents and to 

welcome artists from different disciplines. 

 

 

2. Residency Information 

 

Curaumilla Arts Center residency program intends to foster artistic growth and 

exploration.  Residents are encouraged to push themselves to cross the border 

towards new creative and artistic expression.  

 

We encourage "Applied Contemporary Art" aimed at finding art experiences 

associated with deep immersion processes, both individual and collective, through 

space for experimentation, risk, questioning, provocation, astonishment, and 

creation. 

 

This program is part of the international networks of residencies Res Artis y Alliance 

of Artists Communities. 

 

 

To apply 

 

You must submit the application form with your personal, professional and 

residency project information. The committee will select residents based on 

description and images of previous work, and the proposal for residency project. 

 

 

Responsibilities 

 

Curaumilla Arts Center is concerned about its relation with artistic and local 

communities. Residents are encouraged to donate 1 piece of complete artwork to 

the Residency Collection, chosen between the Residency Director and the Artist in 

Residence. Each resident will also work with Curaumilla staff towards an external 
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activity (exhibition, workshop, lecture or open studio session) to be scheduled 

during their residency term. 

 

Upon completion of the residency, if residents are responsible for submitting a Final 

Report to his own sponsor, we kindly ask a copy for Curaumilla Arts Center. 

 

 

Cost 

 

The cost of the program is $380 USD per week, which includes studio access, 

lodging, and transportation. A deposit of $200 USD will be required to guarantee a 

place in the residency once accepted to the program.  

 

In order to have the best experience at the residency, we recommend a minimum 

stay of six weeks, but we are flexible to the needs of each applicant. 

 

Studio equipment and facilities include: work tables, wheels, compressor, wood 

kiln, wood/gas soda kiln, and other equipment. 

 

We are unable to offer any financial support, but we can prepare a “letter of 

support” for you to provide with you application for external grants you may chose 

to apply for. 

 

Not included in the costs 

 

 International round-trip airfare 

 Food 

 Extra overnight hotel in Santiago 

 Visa application fees 

 International travel-medical insurance 

 Personal tools 

 Materials and firings 

 Laundry 

 

 

Materials and firings 

 

Residents will have unique projects. We expect to plan with each Resident as to 

the type and quantity of clay required for their proposal. We will send suggestions 

of materials and costs in advance according to each project. 

 

Location 

 

Curaumilla Arts Center is located at Camino al Faro km 7 1/2, Valparaíso, Chile. It is 

about 120 kms from Santiago Airport (Aeropuerto Internacional Arturo Merino 
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Benítez) and 20 kms from the city of Valparaiso. (See images attached for better 

references). 

 

It is important for us you are aware that Curaumilla Art Center is located in an 

isolated place on the coast of Chile, and you will be working alone in the studio, or 

possibly with a couple of other residents at the most, but each one on their own. 

 

One of the most valuable characteristics of the Center is its remoteness, but it also 

means there is no electricity, running water or sewerage services in the vicinity. This 

condition has prompted us to develop a self-sustainability policy attending to 

basic needs. As water is a critical factor and we want to affectnatural 

environment in the least possible way, all participants are key players in the 

responsible use of this resource, as well as in a “reuse, recycle and reduce”plan for 

raw materials used in the studio, as well as in the preparation of meals and in daily 

life. 

 

 

Transportation 

 

Transportation to and from the airport at the beginning and end of the residency 

will be provided. Upon arrival at the Santiago airport, residents will be picked up 

and driven directly to Curaumilla Art Center. The ride takes about an hour and a 

half. 

 

Additional transports to visit studios, museums in Valparaiso and Santiago area, 

and weekly grocery shopping could also be scheduled.   

 

If you prefer, you can rent a car on your own. You will find international rent-a-car 

in Chile as Alamo, Hertz and Avis, besides other national companies. 

 

 

Accommodations 

 

Accommodations for the residency will be simple, yet comfortable. 

 

Participants will stay in their own private cabin. The cabins have a single bed with 

sheets, a down comforter, Chilean blanket and towels. The cabins have a 

complete bathroom with hot showers. 

 

We will do all that we can to ensure that everybody is comfortable while staying at 

Curaumilla.  
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Food 

 

Residents are responsible for their own meals most of the days. At the beginning of 

the residency we will drive each resident to a supermarket. (It is important to 

remember that there are no grocery stores near the Arts Center).  

 

Once or twice a week the Art Center will organize meetings and open studio 

lunches, and the residents are welcome to join.  

 

Residents will prepare all meals at the Curaumilla Arts Center in the communal 

dining room, including breakfast, lunch and dinner.  

 

During your stay in Chile, residents will experience some typical Chilean food, as 

well as other international food.  Common meals in Chile might include Humitas 

(Chilean tamale), Pastel de Choclo (a meal of beef, chicken and corn), and 

Porotos Graneados (a Chilean bean and corn dish). If you have special dietary 

needs, please inform us immediately. We will try to do our best to accommodate 

you. 

 

 

Cleaning 

 

We encourage all residents to be responsible with their own cleaning, both in the 

workshop, the living spaces, and all common areas. 

 

 

Laundry  

 

There is no laundry service available in Curaumilla. Clothes will be taken to a 

laundry service in Valparaiso every two weeks.  

 

 

3. Preparing your residency 

 

Here we have included some tips in order to help you prepare for your travel: 

 

 

Getting to Chile 

 

You will need to arrange your own travel, flying to Santiago, Chile (Airport Arturo 

Merino Benitez). There are several airlines that offer fares to Santiago from United 

States:  LAN Chile; American Airlines; Delta, etc. 

 

It is recommended that you make your travel arrangements at least a few months 

before you plan to travel. 
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Visa requirements 

 

A valid passport is necessary to enter Chile, but no international visa is required for 

most of the countries. Please confirm yours on this link: 

http://chileabroad.gov.cl/consulados/tramites/para-extranjeros/obtencion-visas/ 

 

Mexico and Australia may have to pay a reciprocity tax before you enter customs. 

It is around US$23 for Mexicans and US$120 for Australians. Be prepared to pay this 

fee in CASH, US dollars.  

 

 

Money 

 

The unit money in Chile is the Chilean peso.  1 US dollar = 700 pesos; 1 Euro = 760 

pesos (November 2015). You can exchange money at the airport or in the cities. 

The rate can fluctuate, so we recommend checking updated and official 

information on Central Bank website: http://www.bcentral.cl/index.asp 

 

Credit cards are accepted in most of the restaurants and shops in Chile. Master 

Card and Visa are the most commonly accepted. Contact your credit card 

provider before your arrival of your plans to be using your credit card in a foreign 

country. Tipping in restaurants is 10 % (suggested). Please do not tip Arts Center 

individual employees during your stay. 

 

 

Liability 

 

As an adult you are responsible for the consequences of your actions. You will 

need to respect Chilean laws and customs.  

 

Chile is a safe country to travel around. The people are warm and friendly to 

tourists. Do not bring expensive jewelry, and take normal precautions with your 

money and your passport. 

 

 

Climate 

 

Chile is a very long country with many different climates.  

 

Curaumilla is located in the middle of the country on the Pacific coast. Curaumilla 

has a year round temperate climate. The winters are rainy and the summers are 

dry. Chile has opposite seasons from North America. 
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In April and May, the Chilean fall, days can be warm or cold with cool nights. The 

averages temperatures are between 18° and 8°C (64 to 46°F); October and 

November temperatures fluctuate between 25°C to 8°C (77 to 46°F).  

 

Often it is foggy or cloudy in the mornings, and warm in the afternoons, but some 

days are very windy. Some rain it is expected at that time of the year. 

 

 

Medical Information 

 

This trip is organized as an adventure residency. We will do everything possible to 

keep you safe and comfortable. Ultimately it is your responsibility to stay healthy 

and well.    

 

Chile is a modern country with up to date health standards and services.  However 

at some point during the trip, you may feel a little off or tired. This is to be 

expected, it is normal for your body when experiencing a new culture and 

country. 

 

It is recommended that you get travelers insurance. Most travelers insurance is 

inexpensive with coverage for transportation and cancellation costs.In the event 

of an emergency, there is very good health service in both Valparaiso and 

Santiago. 

 

To stay healthy, you need to be cautious with water and food. Do not drink any 

tap water or ice. Fruit is very good in Chile and we have a lot of varieties. You can 

eat any fruit that is peeled or washed properly. Cooked food is usually OK. It is 

recommended to bring with you a stomach remedy. Lomotil or Pepto Bismol is 

useful in stopping diarrhea. 

 

Please feel free to discuss with us any health issues that might concern you. 

 

 

Contact Information 

 

Mailing Address:   La Disputada 37, Lo Barnechea, Santiago, Chile 

Director of Ceramics:  Marilu Pelusa Rosenthal 

Primary Contact:  Andres Honorato 

Telephone:   (569) 8428 0745 – 9872 9032 

Email:   info@bordeimaginario.org 

  diana@bordeimaginario.org 

Website:   www.centrodeartecuarumilla.cl 
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Aerial photo of the Center 
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Route from Valparaiso 

 

 

 

 

 
Route from Santiago 
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Road to Arts Center. (“7 ½ km” signal) 


